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Ellen This Our Life. Hercovrt, Brece and Company. 


Ellen Glesgow one our more novelists. Last yeer 
the American Acedemy Arts and Letters her the Howells 
Medal for eminence the novel. From Richmond, Virginie, she hes 
been one the first writers awey from the felse senti- 
ment and romenticism the traditional novel the Soutn." Like 
some seventeen her previcus novels, Our Life the 
same vein. 


The setting Virginia tideweter city. The family-- 
nemed Asa the father, Levinia the wife, end deughters Roy 
and Stenley--is struggling eristocretic gentility 
afford fifty dollars week from the tobacco fectory 
his lost the new-type industrielists, represented the 
wealthy self-mece, bossy but not helpful, Uncle the wife's 
fether. 


the beginning Asa sees his Roy 
promising young Peter ani his wife's favorite, Stanley, 
ebout merry promising young lawyer, himself hes for 
veers, from sense family feeling end duty, nursed his 
ed, unloved wife but secretely hopes released 
some his with Kete, the widow his best 
friend, her ferm. 


Then goes wrong. Stanley with Roy's husbend, 
cleiming the new end the love family 
honor. This action representcd ruining lives, theirs, 
end course and also Roy beers brevely, but 


pieces. After they meet end slowly 


love. Roy divorces Peter, who then Stanlev, considers 


: 


19. 


obstecle one wey made sympathize with their 


However, the novel for Catholics when, efter thet 
Stenley end are very news comes that Peter has 
committed snicide. Stanley then comes home, depressed but scif- 
ish en? spoiled ever. one her will drives she kills 
and her child, and save herself implicetes the fine 
chauffeur, Perry. The police jeil him, her mother end uncle 

end practically everybody pretends believe 
except the His sense justice preveils. once 
deserted her now Roy, help the fether end 
the negro boy, out upon her egein with her. The 
however, the freed, whose career neverthe- 
less represented ruined. And rich Unele hes influence 
get But Roy tnat Creig still 
infetueted with Stenley end more then Peter wes. 

This seems her. She runs But after one night she 
comes beck for clothes, the fether, his chance 
divorce from his end with Kate, her end, 
feel, will help her will now deny himself the new 
freedom let end femily feeling prevail end 


more heppy than those who let wrong love smesh end honor. 


everything for new love. Divorce, while 
only the more school and up, will 


it. 


Hough. Neutral Ground. Lippincott. April 50, 1941. 


Neutrel Hough hes written novel the American 
revolution thet positively "Wiswellien" type thoveh not 
adventure story. 


Neutrel Ground story Westchester County just New York 
Americans eni bese operetions for nonemilitery 
pertics both sides. The story told 
the fortunes two young mcn, one Sam Hilton, easy liberal, 
prosperovs leeves his wife his lend 
with the British Rogers Rengers end the other Rob Trow- 
rekehell end wastrel, who chooses the Americen cause 
following Sem Hilton's the story shows the 
Loyelist regiments end with primerily 
officer the line, see tne operetions the 


j 
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Hough's story covers much the same ground “Oliver Wiswell" 

but differs from the latter confining himself Westchester 
County. Thus with Robert's see the early 
treeted rascels, between colonies, 
austere and cherecter, the ineptitude 
the Continentel Congress, the fumbling menoeuvers 
the colonization project end many other 
feetures the seme sort. seems this reviewer thet 
Ground another "Oliver Wiswell" except the story confined 


the honors war end cleerly the position 
the Americen loyalists who were sincere, meny 
the most ardent petriots. The story 
sexusl escepades Rob which tend the 
strength that particular charecter. The can only recom- 
mended for meture readers whe will tne historical, sociel end 


political implications the story. 


Anne Morrow The tne Future. Confession 


The Wave the molestly thet the between 
the the the evil not one 

Side and the good the other. grants deplores the "sins" 

eni persecution the totelitarian stetes but 
that there are other sins, such selfishness, and re- 
guilty." (p.11) 


Whet pushing behind Communism, Fascism, Naziism, Mrs. 
trying come birth, often evil horrible 
forms (p.16) thev not represent 
enother French Revolution, which Liberty, Freternity, end 
Equality along with the tloody guillotine? 


Thet toteliterianism 
the best, for more 


effort, sincere not necesseri- 
socielly just world Mrs. 


eny rete who ere still reform here, 
meet cur own better wey humenity's cry for juster order, 
ing feer from this whose are much 
more thah its tanks. modest plea 
written for understanding, social reform, anc peace. 


breatnes the spirit Christienity. meny wevs the only 
completcly sound staying out this wer that has far 
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been mede. 


Sere Atherton. Mark's Own. Merrill Co. Feb. 14, 1941. 
491 $2.75 


locele and who epparently hes immersed herself the 
her subject. This materisl the rise the anthra- 
cite industry with its sociologicel conseovences. The fiction 

the nistory family for generations. The locele the 
Wyoming Velley the River Northeestern 


The Ariedne thread furnished family three 
tions. Into the Vallcy the the lest century 
ceme Mark Stone the old settlers the 
Velley. drilled the first entnrecite shaft mine end, 
end mede the venture. The mine 
then passed his son end his who this century 
turned over the miners operate cooperetive. But 
competition with monopoly wes too powerful for the end the 
attempt 


Not less than the plot itself the 
see the weves immigration moving into the velley. These new 
people were many and and they geve 
the its heterogeneity end its multilinguality. Many 
ruthless profiteerins from their soil and 
treditions, they were forced work the depths the 
mines, end were off like insects explosions end 
They were paid miserable them lived primitively 
smell compeny houses built the mine They were illiterete 
tredition. 


But leeders erose them; strong men who covld endure 
persecution end deprivetion for their their 
ship ceme the mine unions, strikes, picketing, 
stervetion, end But out their efforts also 
ceme better weres better conditicns for the miners. 


Throughout the book runs one the conflicts prominent the 
development modern thet between operetors 
with sociel eni owners whose only concern 
wes the return investment. 


Miss Atherton hes commendeble the midst 
the strong forces the bieses, with which svch 
preenent. There implied ruthless profitecring 
mine owners, but this be. the other hend there 
sympethetic the frrsighted who suffered 
well the others from strikes. much our recent fiction 
with hes the picture over- 
Simplificetion the forces play thrt this Miss 


Nevertheless there Merk's Own. history 


frils intention fiction. fiction the size 
the scene attempts delimeate for confusion 
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weekness There ere meny people the 
thrt only few cre distinctly limned. 


There cen herdly the book morel 
life there some sin. There edvocetion immorelity, 
book zood second rete novel history with socio- 
implicetions thet are more then the story itself. 
such will probebly not children edults. 
With these recommend the book. 


Henry Kyd Rode with University North 


The wer memoirs Henry Kyd publishe? book form 
under the title with Stonewrll. The recollections 

consist his Letters prpers written between 1862 


fovrht under the commend the Thomes 
Jeckson, known history collection his 
between the stetcs picture given life ins 


his type snd hesrtily recommend the 
serious Americen history. 


Angele Thirkell. Cheerfulness In. Knopf. Feb. 24, 1941. 


Breaks war story that succeeis elmost 
completely ignoring the wer its with the more 
ordinery things life. The scene rurel end, 
centered ebout the English public school, 
reality concerned with the county society the neighborhood. 


Withovt any definite organizetion the author 
through year the lives her characters the bork only 
others mentioned all prove even the 


The wer itself scarcely mentioned except 
the Billeting, feedine end sewing for children, 
helping alien refugees, hospitel and work, projects, 
etc., completely change the ectivities life all 


pley some part the story. Perhaps tre most importent Lydie 
who works tirelessly helping others never considers that 
she does more then her simple duty. The Thirkell style mekes for 
eesy reeding without the senses 
eneesthetizing them sentimentality. She ovite facile 
her characters end her humor refreshing. 


The bock recommended for light end interesting There 
only one doubtful which Mme. Brownescu, refugee, 
describes the countrywomen inveding soldiers, 
but since this incident handled French ani short 
does not seem affect the value the book. can 
recommended for reeders the hizh school level 
dovbtful thet them will interested. 


Edgar Snow. The Bettle For Asia. House. 1941. 


Edgar Snow his book The Battle For Asia presents readable 
account the Far-Eastern Apperently Mr. Snow hes not 
written his book for tne history because occesionelly 
leaves certain historicel statements. 


The book like John Gunther's Inside Asia lacks explanations 

some stetisticel information. Mr. Snow has presented 

war-torn the social and economic upheavals 

confronting nation involved war has lesson for the 

States. "The United Ststes has been 

while continuing arm the bendit for over two 
yeers. 


Fortunately the embargo scrap iron and other commodities have 
lessened this practice. The book whole long end times 
tedious far certain names and events are left 
The general reader though will like this work for has many 
elements interest. 


Recommended for all readers and students 


Gunnar Gunnarsson. The Good Shepherd. Bobbs Merrill, 1941. 84p. 


Benedikt was twice twenty-seven this year and wes exectly 
twenty-seven ago mede his first Advent the 
mountains rescue the Grimdel sheep missed the yearly in- 
sterted out egain, iespite the threatening weather--so menecing 
wes that Benedikt would responsible for one but "Gnarly, 
Leo, and myself." Gnerly--thet wes his wether, Leo wes his 
dog, all together they were the trinity an? Benedikt 
shepherd who his life for the 


Thet pretty well makes the book--the jovrney the 
the storm, finding the sheep, the delayed but safe return--thet 
end the beauty the thing, the form giving this what would 


belongs with other works (works like Hemingway's Big Two Hearted 
River, Cather's Lucy Gayheert, Barrie's Ogilvy, 
Imeges Mirror) not much action value, not overly 
populer with the ordinary “best seller" fans--but works 
pensive, fine, worthwhile their own risht, not because 
rete plots and thick peges. Gunner Gunnersson's work highly 
recommenied for 


John Jennings. Cell The New World. Merch 25, 1941. 


Now thet South America has come the fore our economic 
politicel reletions must expect our novelists the 
The New nerretes the experiences Peter Brooke, 
who efter being from the American Army 1€12, continues 
his career soldier America, serving first under 
Boliver during the end General 

Sen liberetor Chile and Peru, who resigned 
United Stetes, most South Americe, Englend) covered within 
the perici the and hardly reeches 
climex, even with the proclemetion the Monroe Doctrine. The 
America during its for from Spenish 


Beceuse the long continued episode Peter's life 
without although both Peter and sre 

curious assumption thet the Church woul? granted Peter 
hed born vember the church and prove 
the unfsithfulness his first wife who still living. 


Eric Knight. This Above All. Herper Brothers. 1941. 473p. 


this wer novel English girl meets soldier, spends her leave 
with him seaside hotel, quarrels with him when decides 
desert, meets him egain when proposes her end leerns her 
pregnancy end sees him die hospitel before the merriage can 
plece. represents one month sometime efter 
Dunkirk. 


girl the British war service. Ina blackout she date 
with and shrinking from intercourse, for 
being different from the other Waffs. represented 
Galahed for not insisting. the second however, with the 
help alcohol she submits what she calls 

few leter they see each other's face for the first time and 
are They plen their leave seaside 
hotel, men and wife. 


Here she learns from his friend Monty well and interesting 
charecter) about the retreat Dunkirk. She that her man 
Clive privete, but telented well informed, Dunkirk hero 
who went talk it. During their stay bombing 


tekes place which brings the wer home her. 


crisis occurs when tells her that won't any more snd 
deserting. From now the its lest third becomes 
worthwhile. says, whet have fight for your 
Why should preserve the rose never been ellowed 
her poorer classes. insists thst 
wars alwsys victorius ones" (p.322) cells for 
peace. She counters with the glories England. When 
she feils persuade him rejoin, they sepsrate tenderly but 
with provision for meeting 


He, for whilc, fugitive but finelly, thinking 

her, decides rejoin possible. Suddenly fecls loves her, 
end for the first time says loves her end She accepts, 
leerns thet there will baby. Appointing meeting placc 
merry, they miss because air reid. despair she tells 
her fether her haystack experience sympethetic. They 
find Clive hospitel where dies after operation. She 
realizes thet his child will just had been. 

But she hopes thet will heve better England live then 

had. 


The first helf the book casval and ugly sex. isn't 
mentioned until page 39%. Grepes wreth seemed lily 
decency this. All the British girts uniform are 
spoken nice girls and submitting seduction", 
not the secon? third datc, but the first. 


Finally, however, one mede feel such casual 
can't casual. leads love intended merriege. 

Only they and the reader never made fcel that they 
begen with intercourse first, instead with love marriage. 
All the people who their immorality are likeeble, the 
hotel menager who refuses them room called ugly grimy 
men. The Aunt who "tells who dislikes 
the words Clive the Churches are for meking "sex itself 
sin." and vulger words abound. opinion the Dunkirk 
description not But Idothink Clive's discussion why 
men fight refuse fight chapter very veluable for 
better this wer. Incidentally startling sentence 
this, "the sole core our foreign policy the lest twenty 


might come from the stink the end revolt." 


Only writers the wer, and parents who heve children 
courting end persons entrusted with the morel young 
school and college students not. best takes all the 
romence end beauty out worst will meke them think 
well themselves they don't demand the worst the very first 
dete. Nor does the book have eny stylistic velue, such Grapes 
wreth hed. merely tirely, bock mede interesting 
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Adamic 
Asch 
Atherton 


Bell 


Blunt 


Cather 


Churchill 
Cobb 

Dodd 


Ferson 


Fedorove 


Fisher 
Grllico 
Glesgow 
Goodrich 


Hemingway 


Hilton 

Hindus 
Hough 

Kaup 

Knight 


From Meny Lands. Recommended. Cf. 

next issue. 

Own. Recommended with Pest 
Sellers, May 

Swemp Weter. Recommended. Rest Sellers, April 

The Donkey Inside. ecommended. Cf. 
33:429 14, '41. 

Ret It's Boy. for Adults. 

selection. Cf. Ap. '41; 
Cetholic Library 12:193, Mar. '41; 

Sepphire the Recommenied. Cf. 
64:273 D14 Cetholic '41; 

Blood, Sweet eni Teers. reviewed next issue 

Exit Recommended. Best Apr. 

Come Wind, Come Recommended. Best 
April 17. 

Behind God's Beck. Recommended. Cf. Americe 
Mr. '41; Commonweel 14, '41. 

The Recommended. Cf. America, 04:21 Oct. 
12, 1940; 152:505, Jen. 
Sign, '40; Book Survey, Dec. '40. 

City Illusion. Recommenied with 
Best Sellers, Apr. 17. 

Snow Goose. revicwed next issuc. 

This Our Life. Sellers Moy 

Delileh. reservetions. Sellers 
April, 

Good Best Sellers, Mey 

For Whom the Recommended. Cf. 
Americe, 64:189-90 Nov. 23, Catholic World, 
'40; Sign, '40. 

Hervest. America, 65:23 Ap. 
'41; Catholic Mr. '41; Commonweol, 
33:476 Sign 20:510 Mr. 

Sing with the with 

Letters. Recommended. Commonweel '41. 

Neutrel Ground. for Adults. 
Sellers, Mey 

Cell the New World. Recommended with rescrvetions. 
Sellers, Mey 

Not for the Not Recommended. Best Sellers, 
April 17. 

This Above All. Recommended. Best Sellers, 


Kraus 

McCullers 


Meughem 
filler 


Poncins 


Reader's Digest Recommended. 


Roberts 


Roosevelt 
Rorick 
Sedleir 
Sincleir 
Smith 
Snow 
Spence 
Struther 
Terkington 
Veltin 
Heide 


Whipple 


Wilson 
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Winston Churchill. Not Recommended. (for style) 
Cf. Commonweal 237261 

Reflections golden Eye. Not 
est Sellers, Apr. 

H.M. Pulhem, Esq. Recommended. 
Librery World, Mer. 

Benjemin Recommended. 
Apr. 

the Ville. reviewed next issue. 

White Cliffs. Recommended. Cf. The Catholic World. 
152:509 

Kebloone, Recommended. 


Cf. 


Best Sellers, 


Best Sellers. Apr. 
ellers. Apr. 17. 


The Wounded Don't Cry. for content 
not style. Cf. America 
21, '41 

Oliver Wiswell. Cf. Americe, 
'40; Catholic 152:523-30 '41; 
33:260-61 Sign 20:377 Jan. 


Reeder's Digest reviewed next 


issuc. 

Mr. end Mrs. Cugat. Wot Recommenied. Best Sellers 
Apr. 

Fenny Geslight. Not Best Sellers 


Between Two Worlds. Not Recommended. 
reviewed next issue. 

Plegue Us. Recommended. Sellers. Apr. 

Bettle for Recommended. Sellers, Mry 

One Foot Heaven. Recommended for Cf. 
64-416 Jan 

Mrs. Miniver. Recommended. 
Sign 20:253-54 Nov. 

Hatcher Ide. Recommended. 

Out the Night. Recommended.for edults. Best 
Sellers, Apr. 

Sistcr end Recommended. Cf. 
Sign, 20:509. Mr. '41 

Gient adults. Best Sellers 

Crinoline. 
105-6 


World 152:122; 


Recommended. 


